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Note: The information contained in this document is extracted from the Charter School 101 Governance Handbook, 
approved July 2017. It represents just a sub-set of information available in the complete Handbook. To access the 
Charter School 101 Governance Handbook in its entirety, visit http://charter.stargateschool.org/charter-
101/handbook. Stargate reserves the right to modify, supplement, rescind or revise any provision, benefit or policy 
from time to time as it deems necessary or appropriate.  

INTRODUCTION 

Being a member of a Charter School is a unique opportunity to participate in the freedom of choice of education for 
all students. Stargate School is planned to be a K-12 Charter School serving a gifted and talented community of 
students. The original school was founded by a group of dedicated parents in 1994 as a K-8 school. In the fall of 
2015, the High School portion of the school was started with its first 9th grade class and expanding by one grade 
per year until full 9-12 enrollment. Through a collaboration of the Board of Directors and the Stargate Foundation, 
the new K-12 campus was completed at the current location and opened for classes in the fall of 2016. 
 
To help you better understand the roles and duties of being a member of the community as well as a committee 
member or elected Board member, this handbook is split into four major sections – Charter School Overview, 
Charter School Board, Financial Requirements, and School Oversight. The Charter School Overview section 
provides a high level review of Charter Schools; the Charter School Board section covers the general 
responsibilities, requirements, and restrictions placed upon Board members; the Financial Requirements section 
deciphers how charter schools are financially managed; and, the School Oversight section expounds upon a Board 
member’s duties in overseeing the school’s students and personnel.  
 
Board of Directors 
Essentially, the role of a Board member is two-fold: (1) to exercise final authority in matters affecting the charter 
school; and, (2) to ultimately be held accountable to the Charter Authorizer (Adams 12 School District) for the 
school’s academic performance, financial health, and compliance with applicable laws and regulations. 
 
Volunteers 
From its founding, parent volunteers have played a critical leadership role at Stargate. We recognize that students 
tend to be more successful when parents are involved in their children’s educational experience. For Stargate 
volunteers, the possibilities are endless and the results of involvement are powerful. Whether in the classroom or 
through a chartered committee of the Board of Directors, Stargate needs a commitment from its community 
members to maintain its success. In addition, financial donations are necessary to fill the financial gap in Charter 
School funding. 
 
Should there be additional questions after reviewing this handbook, the Colorado League of Charter Schools and 
the Colorado Department of Education may have additional resources to help guide you. 
 
MISSION STATEMENT 
Stargate School will provide a differentiated program designed specifically to meet the needs of identified 
intellectually gifted learners in order to challenge each student’s academic abilities, support their unique emotional 
needs, promote individual character development and encourage a life-long love of learning. 
 
VISION STATEMENT 
Stargate community will be a leader and innovator in intellectually gifted education by providing a learning 
environment to enhance gifted students’ needs. 
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POLICY STATEMENT ON DECISION MAKING 
The Stargate charter belongs to the parents of the school.  All decisions by the Board of Directors and the Principal 
shall be made within the parameters and uphold the principles of the vision and mission statements.  Decisions shall be 
made first considering the vision and mission statements and then considering the stakeholders, always keeping in 
mind that parents should have a meaningful voice in their child’s education. 


