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Note: The information contained in this document is extracted from the Charter School 101 Governance Handbook, 
approved July 2017. It represents just a sub-set of information available in the complete Handbook. To access the 
Charter School 101 Governance Handbook in its entirety, visit http://charter.stargateschool.org/charter-
101/handbook. Stargate reserves the right to modify, supplement, rescind or revise any provision, benefit or policy 
from time to time as it deems necessary or appropriate.  

CHARTER SCHOOLS: OVERVIEW 

Unlike traditional public schools – where schools located within a certain jurisdiction are subject to uniform rules 
and regulations set by a local or state school board – charter schools are independent public schools that are 
given educational and operational autonomy in exchange for performance-based accountability. 

 
In essence, charter schools operate from 3 basic principles: 

 
1. Choice: Parents select the school their child attends. 
2. Flexibility: Charter schools are free to make timely decisions on issues specific to their school such as 

developing curricula, structuring the school day, creating a balanced budget, and hiring teachers who meet the 
needs of their students. 

3. Accountability: In exchange for operational freedom and flexibility, charter schools are subject to a higher 
level of accountability via performance-based contracts and must meet certain academic, financial, and legal 
standards within an allotted time frame or risk closure of the charter school. Stargate School is accountable to 
the families in the school, the Adams 12 School District, and the state. 

 
Note: Minnesota enacted the first charting system in 1991. In 1993, Colorado became the third state in the US to 
enact a charter school law. Stargate School was authorized in 1994. 
 
In Colorado, there are 3 primary sources for charter school laws, rules, and regulations: 
 

1. Law: Charter Schools Act (C.R.S. 22-30.5-101 through C.R.S. 22-30.5-704) 
2. Policy: Stargate School follows policies that are currently approved by the Adams 12 School District unless 

specifically waived as part of the contract. In addition, Stargate School maintains additional policies in the 
policy manual that is managed by the Board of Directors. 

3. Contract: Charter contracts are unique to each individual school. Stargate School operates through a 
contract agreement with Adams 12 School District. 

 
A public charter school comes to life through, and is generally governed by, a Charter Contract between the 
School and the Authorizer. Stargate School is authorized through the Adams 12 School District. 

 
Similar to all other service contracts, the Charter Contract is a legal agreement that sets the expectation for the 
School and Authorizer over a set term. It defines both the School’s rights to manage the school and the Authorizer’s 
monitoring and oversight responsibilities. 
 
The validity of each Charter Contract is contingent upon the school’s ability to meet certain academic, 
financial, and legal standards within an allotted time frame. If the school meets those requirements, then the 
contract can be renewed for another set time period; but if the school fails to do so, the contract cannot be renewed 
and the school will either be closed altogether or transferred to a different operator. Additionally, the Charter 
Contract can be revoked at any time by a majority vote of the Authorizer if the Authorizer finds that the Operator 
violates the contract, fiscal standards, or the law (this type of revocation generally occurs when there is a gross 
violation, or health and safety of students are at risk). 
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Renewal Timeline: The Stargate School’s Charter Contract with Adams 12 School District is renewed every 5 
years based on performance. The current contract was renewed with an amendment to allow for expansion of the 
school from K-8 to K-12 in 2014. The contract itself and all approved waivers are posted on the Governance 
Website. 


