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September 1, 2013 

 

Dear Stargate Friends and Family, 

 

We all chose Stargate as the school to send our children for different reasons. Perhaps it was the needs-based learning or the combined 

grade levels. It could have been the continued focus on art and music when those programs are being cut at other schools. Was it the 

idea that your gifted learners would be among those that are like them and get them? Whatever the reason you chose this school, we 

all help to make it Stargate. 
 

Did you know that as a charter school Stargate has building costs that are not incurred by traditional public schools? In the traditional 

public school arena, facilities/building costs for the construction of schools is funded by local bond issues and paid for by the 

taxpayers in the district. For charter schools, this is covered by bond issues that the schools themselves are directly responsible for 

repaying to the bondholders. For Stargate, our bond payment obligation is 12.5% of our overall budget or $892.00 less per student 

than a traditional school in Adams 12. To keep the school as wonderful as it is the difference in funding falls to the community to help 

bridge the gap for some of those items that are not included in Stargate’s operating budget. 
 

The annual operating budget for Stargate cannot include non-essential items. In 2012-2013, with the help of our very generous 

community some of the “non-essential” items we were able to buy with fundraising dollars included: 

 New technology for our classrooms (iPads and Smart 

Boards for some classrooms) 

 New grass for the field  

 Gifted Education Certifications for our teachers  

 A new modular building for the lower grade Instrumental 

Music classes and the 5
th

-8
th

 grade Band & Orchestra 

Program 

 

For the 2013-2014 school year, we would like to provide some of those other “non-essential” items such as:  

 Giving the teachers and staff of Stargate the ability to use fundraising dollars to supplement classroom budgets  

 New tables for the lunch room 

 Continuing our goal to see a Smart-Board in each K-8 classroom.  
 

To help us reach our goals, Stargate is seeking 100% participation from our community as we launch our annual fundraising 

campaign. Your participation in this campaign is critical to the support of our school. The suggested donation is $100 per child, or 

more. If we reach our goal of 100% participation and average $100 per child, Stargate will raise $65,000. Our ultimate goal is 100% 

participation, so any amount that works for your family, works for Stargate. If you’re unable to make a donation of $100 per child 

please consider making a smaller, recurring monthly donation. Please contact Lynne Allen in the Stargate office at: 

lynne.allen@stargateschool.org or 303-450-3936 if you would like to get this set up.  
  

Donations are 100% tax deductible and many employers will match your donation, so be sure to check with your employer as 

this could potentially double your gift. Please include any company forms or a request for a receipt in order to participate in a 

matching donation program. 

Donations can be made: 

 Online at: bit.ly/StargateAnnualCampaign (case sensitive)  

 Through PayPal (link at: 

community.stargateschool.org/fundraising) 

 By dropping off a check at the front office  

 By mailing a check to: 3951 Cottonwood Lakes Blvd, 

Thornton, 80241 
  

Stargate is a one-of-a-kind community and it is your continued support and involvement that keeps it that way. Thank you for your 

help. Please feel free to reach out to us with questions or feedback on how we can improve our school through these collaborative 

efforts. This campaign will continue through Monday, September 23rd. 

 

Sincerely,  

The Stargate Fundraising Committee 
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